Population Vocabulary

Definitions:

birth and death rate -- the annual number of births and deaths per 1,000 total population. These rates are often referred to as "crude rates" since they do not take a population's age structure into account.

rate of natural increase (RNI) -- birth rate minus the death rate, implying annual rate of

population growth without regard for migration

population “doubling time" -- the number of years it will take for a population to double assuming a constant rate of natural increase

infant mortality rate -- the annual number of deaths of infants under age 1 year per 1,000 live births

total fertility rate (TFR) -- the average number of children a woman would have assuming that current age-specific birth rates will remain constant throughout her childbearing years (usually considered to be ages 15-49)

population under age 15/age 65+ -- the percentage of the total population in those age groups, which are often considered the "dependent ages"

life expectancy at birth -- the average number of years a newborn infant can expect to live under current mortality levels

urban population -- percentage of the total population living in areas termed "urban" by that country. Typically, the populations living in towns of 2,000 or more or in national and provincial capitals are classified urban.

percent of women ages 15-19 giving birth each year -- percentage of women ages 15-19 giving birth in a given year

government view of current birth rate -- the officially stated position of country governments on the level of the national birth rate

per capita GNP -- gross national product includes the value of all domestic and foreign output

immigration -- people migrating into a particular country or area

emigration -- people migrating out of a particular country or area

demographic transition model – multi stage model, based on Western Europe’s experience, of changes in population growth exhibited by countries undergoing industrialization. High birthrates and death rates are followed by plunging death rates, producing a huge net population gain; this is followed by a drop in birth rates and a balance of both at a much lower level.

age cohort – a group of individuals born within a specific time frame

age-sex pyramids (population pyramids) -- The most important demographic characteristic of a population is its age-sex structure. Age-sex pyramids (also known as population pyramids) graphically display this information to improve understanding and ease comparison. Age-sex pyramids display the percentage or actual amount of a population broken down by gender and age. The five-year age increments on the y-axis allow the pyramid to vividly reflect long-term trends in the birth and death rates but also reflect shorter-term baby booms, wars, and epidemics.
