The Americas
Physical Geography 

Landform Description
Plains:

Plains are land with low relief. Plains in many areas are important for agriculture, because where the soils were deposited as sediments they may be deep and fertile, and the flatness facilitates mechanization of crop production; or because they support grasslands which provide good grazing for livestock.

Plateau: 
Plateaus are high plain or tableland, usually consisting of relatively flat terrain. Some plateaus are used for farming, livestock grazing, forestry, logging, mining, and tourisms.
Valleys:

A valley is a hollow or surface depression of the earth bounded by hills or mountains, a natural trough in the earth's surface that slopes down to a stream, lake or the ocean, formed by water and/or ice erosion. Systems of valleys extend through plains, hills, and mountains. Rivers and streams flowing through valleys drain interior land regions to the ocean. At the bottom of many valleys is fertile soil, which makes excellent farmland.
Mountains:
Mountains are places that are much higher than the land around them. They also taper and have a peak. The temperature at any point on a mountain depends on the latitude, season, exposure to the sun, and elevation. As the elevation increases, the temperature falls and the air becomes thinner. Trees cease to grow above a certain level; this level is called the timberline. The snow line is the lower limit of permanent snow accumulation. 
Name: _____________________________
Period #:_______ Date:_______

The Americas Sketch Map Activities:
There are four landform regions shown on your map of The Americas. 

Each part of these continents looks different. Some places are flat or have only low hills. Other places have mountains. 
1. Your map shows where different landforms are found in the United States. What kind of land is found along the Gulf of Mexico? 

______________________________

2. What landform region is found near the Pacific Ocean?

______________________________

3. How many landform regions are found in Alaska? What are they? 

______________________________

Check Your Understanding: 

Apply your understanding about the different landform regions in The Americas by creating 3 more questions, like the questions above. 
4.

_____________________________

5.

_____________________________

6.

______________________________

